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Award Information

Award Description*

Mississippi has the twin distinctions of being both the poorest and most disease-prone state in the nation. The state has the lowest per capita income and the 
highest death rate from cardiovascular disease, the leading cause of death across the state. Mississippi. JSU formed a partnership with Jackson Public Schools, 
an innovative five-year educational program which will develop a cadre of students who are informed of the major health care disparities, equipped to effect 
change in their communities and focused on professional careers in biomedical sciences. An inquiry-based multi-media program, Biomedical Faces of Science,a 
strong teacher professional development component, a service- learning program and scholarly summer research experiences is offered to select students to 
ensure the success of this program. At the end of the five-year project, the BFS program will be licensed to a private sector company to further market it to the 
state and the rest of the nation, thus, ensuring that the program is broadly disseminated, further closing the gap in health care disparitiesmand lack of involvement
in biomedical sciencemamong minorities. The original award for the summer reseach program was for 15 students.  However the supplement provide ten addition
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$41,275.83
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Project Information

Description of Jobs Created*Number of Jobs*
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The teachers selected to work with university faculty mentors included the following: 1  African American 
male and 1 African American female to participate in the 2009 SEPA Summer Research Program. 
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Total Federal ARRA Infrastructure Expenditure

Infrastructure Contact Email

$42,965.83

Quarterly Activities/Project Description*

Infrastructure Contact Street Address 1

The SEPA (T) program was for 8 weeks over the summer at Jackson State University. Extreme care was exercised in the selection process of student 
participants to ensure that selected teachers demonstrate a keen interest in research in the biomedical sciences. The program began with an orientation and 
participants work full-time in a laboratory-first as part of a team on a research project and then on the development of a project for their classroom that introduces 
the fundamental of biomedical and/or health-related research as well as seminars, laboratory tours, weekly meetings, oral and leadership skills development via 
Toastmasters International, field trips, etc. SEPA(T) participants receive a stipend and an additional $500 for classroom project supplies.  Teachers were also 
provided with educational resources to take back to their school and are encouraged to develop opportunities for their students to visit campus during the school 
year.  At the close of the program, participants demonstrate their curriculum projects at the Closing Symposium and complete the program with the submission of 
teacher and student curriculum project accompany text. The teachers selected included the following: 1  African American male and 1 African American female to 
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